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During my conversation with Legal Counsel Simms' at the Department of 
Justice on June 3, he remarked, that he had received a report from, the 
FBI that a former assistant counsel of the Warren Commission has apparently 
made records of the Commission available to Edward Jay Epstein in connection 
with the preparation of Mr. Epstein’s book, Inquest, concerning the Warren 
Commission. Mr. Simms said he had turned the report over to Internal Security 
(which I thought is probably a division of the FBI) for investigation. 

A New York Times story of June 5 , 1966 (p. 42), states that Mr. Epstein cites 
the working papers of Wesley. J. Liebeler, a former assistant counsel of the 
Commission, as a source. Mr. Harold Weisberg told me that he suspected that 
former members of the Commission had made records available to Mr. Epstein. 

The Times story mentions interviews with former Commission members, but not 
records in connection with them. 

The Times story also says th,at the Epstein book (to be published in 15,000 
copies by Viking Press on June 29 ) reprints 36 pages of the FBI "Summary 
Report" of December 9, 1963 (CDl). Mr. Epstein did not order copies of arv 
documents while he was here, and I was not aware that he used a camera or 
oilier copying device to make copies ix he did do so. I can say definitely, 
however, that there are at least two pages in Mr. Epstein's book that appear 
to have been copied from an FBI document that we have withheld from researchers 
(including Fir. Epstein) because it has a relation to the Jack Ruby case. This 
is the FBI Supplemental Report of January 13, 1964 (CB10J ) , quotations from 
which also appear in the Times story about the Epstein book. When Mr. Fred 
Graham of the New York Times showed us his copy of the Epstein book on 
r/ednesday, June 11, I could give it only a brief examination because the day 
was nearly over. I noticed two pages, however, that I have today identified 
as pages 59 and 60 of the FBI "Supplemental Report," which consists of 
pictures of President Kennedy's coat, shirt, and tie. It is certain, there- 
fore, that Mr. Epstein obtained access to the FBI "Supplemental Report" 
outside the National Archives and possible that he had access to the FBI 
"Summary Report" outside the National Archives as well. 

It seems that Mr. Epstein's use of Commission records outside the National 
Archives indicates a, problem that may give trouble in the future. When the 
Epstein book is published, we may receive complaints from Mr. Weisberg and 
Vincent Salandria, who have copies of the list of documents indicating that 


CD107 is withheld, as well as from other researchers from whom the document 
has been withheld. Mr. Weisberg, incidentally, seems either already to have 
a. copy or t a have seen a copy of the Epstein book. Moreover, the on3y 

ntWpd! 8 T°'^' 0f ? fflCe ° r dSSk file ? of the Commission that we have are those 
y uieDe_er. Tne other office or desk records we have are chiefly 
sma_l groups of papers that we have attributed to staff members in the course 
™ rk ° n the records, because the papers had the names of 
sta_^ members attached to them or the handwriting could be identified as that 
°f a / ar '^? Ular stai,f member. If former members of the Commission or its 

°£ flce records that contain original documents, it seems that' 
the National Archives should have at least the original' documents, as we may 
be called upon to produce them in the future. In view of recent developments, 

flleS of General Counsel J. Lee Rankin and Assistant 
ounsel Arlen Specter may be of special importance if those former staff 
memoers still nave their office files. An additional consideration is that it 
was among the .office files of Wesley J. Iiebeler that we found the Office of 
aval Intelligence file on Lee Oswald last year after searching for it a whole 
day m other records. The office files of staff members may therefore con- 
tain such missing items as the Betzner pictures, which Mr. Weisberg and others 
have requested. 
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